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(((( Lost John Casner “Don’t Make Me Laugh (While I’m Drinkin’), Spectrum Records 
Lost John is one of those figures who have been around the Austin music scene for decades, but is still under the radar for many folks.  His new CD should change that.  Those of you who have been around for a while may remember Lost John in Little Whiskey, the Austin Roadhouse Band, or hanging out at the Austin Outhouse.  

This is a very engaging record full of terrific honky tonk and western swing numbers.  Several were written by Lost John, others come from the likes of Leon Payne, Blaze Foley, George Jones, Bob Wills, Mel Tillis and John Prine.  There is plenty of the requisite heartbreak, but the overall tone is actually rather up-beat, as these things go.

The CD has an honest, traditional flavor without sounding dated in the least.  The quality of the recording is excellent, too.  Clean, not overproduced, and the vocals are distinct and the lyrics understandable.

The musicians on this recording are terrific, too.  Legendary Johnny Gimble on fiddle & mandolin, Boomer Norman on lead guitar, Bobby Snell on pedal steel, J. C. George and Frank Campbell on electric bass, Timmy Campbell & Cephas “Wooz” Wozencraft on drums; with backing vocals by George Ensle, Mandy Mercier, Beth Galiger, Michael Heil & Ron Nottebart.  And of course, Lost John  singing and on piano and guitar.

Merle Haggard said of this CD, “This is my kind of music – please give it a listen!”

For more information visit: www.lostjohn.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Review by Bill Groll








